
 

 

 

Invitation to participate in the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” 

 

Dear blood donor, 

As an active or former blood donor at the Blood Donation Service of the Bavarian Red Cross 
(Blood Donation Service) you are invited to participate in our “Blood Donors BIOBANK” 
(BIOBANK). 

Biobanks collect biological samples and associated data. These collections are an essential 
source for medical research, to develop a better understanding about the development and 
progression of diseases or to achieve better methods of diagnosis and therapy. The Blood 
Donation Service wants to contribute to this important research field. 

 

No further blood donation is required  

In order to participate in the BIOBANK you are not required to donate blood.  
Y ou must agree that samples that are stored at the Blood Donation Service from your former 
blood donations are not discarded after the legally required storage period. W ith your 
consent the Blood Donation Service will store those blood samples for an indefinite period of 
time and will make them available for researchers and scientific projects. 

The use of the samples for research purposes was agreed with the Bavarian state 
representative for data protection and the ethic committee of the Bavarian Medical 
Association (“Bayerische Landesärztekammer”). 

 

Information for participation 

This information document explains the goals and purposes of our BIOBANK project. P lease 
read the information carefully. Y ou should only decide whether you want to participate or not 
if you feel fully informed.  

 

   



 

 

 

What is the “Blood Donors BIOBANK”? 

Blood samples are generated along with each blood donation to test the donated blood for 
blood types and infectious diseases. The data are collected and electronically archived with 
each blood donation to protect the donor and the recipient of blood products against potential 
health risks factors. The data that are collected are personal data such as your name, 
address, date of birth, gender and ethnicity and medical data reflecting your general health 
condition (e.g. pulse, blood pressure, temperature) and the results of the blood testing. Until 
now these samples and data have been discarded after the legally required storage period. 
With its “Blood Donors BIOBANK” the Blood Donation Service wants to use them for medical 
research provided the blood donors have given their informed consent to do so.  

Therefore we would like to invite you to participate in the BIOBANK. To be eligible for 
participation it is required that you have donated blood, plasma or thrombocytes at least once 
during the last few years since 2005 at the Blood Donation Service. P lease note that donors 
who have been excluded from donating blood due to age or medical reasons are also invited.   

There are already 70,000 blood donors participating in our BIOBANK, among them about 
5,000 donors with a severe disease. 

 

Is the participation mandatory?  

No, the participation is not mandatory. Y ou decide whether you want to participate or not. 
Y ou will only be registered as participant of the BIOBANK if you give your written consent. 
After you have been registered you have the right to withdraw your consent at any time and 
without any reason. If you withdraw your consent we will delete all of your available personal 
and medical data. Samples that are stored at the Blood Donation Service can only be 
discarded after the mandatory and legally required storage period. 

 

Is the participation confidential?   

Whether a blood donor participates or not and any information about the samples and data of 
the blood donor are handled confidentially. Only a small number of authorized employees 
who have signed a confidentiality agreement have access to data and samples. 

   



 

 

 

Which advantages do you have from the participation and will you have 
any disadvantages if you do not participate?  

The participation does not result in any personal or material advantages. Y ou support  
medical research and the goal of the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” to improve the diagnosis and 
treatment of diseases. 

If you do not participate in the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” you will not experience any 
disadvantages. If you are an active blood donor you can continue donating blood at the 
Blood Donation Service of the Bavarian Red Cross as usual. 

 

What happens if you decide to participate?  

If you want to participate in the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” we need your written consent and 
some personal information about your general health condition. If you suffer from a disease, 
we would like to ask your physician about some diagnosis details such as the exact date of 
diagnosis or the disease progression state at the time of diagnosis. For this purpose we need 
the name and the address of your treating physician and you need to release him from his 
doctor patient medical confidentiality for certain aspects of your disease. The enclosed 
consent document serves this purpose. 

If you are elected for a certain study as a participant of the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” it might 
be possible that further information is required either from yourself or your physician. In this 
case we would contact you and ask again for your consent.  Y ou will of course be informed 
which questions we are going to ask your physician. This additional data will also be stored 
in the BIOBANK. 

For some research projects it could be necessary that another blood donation is required 
(e.g. after a treatment). However you do have the right to refuse this additional sample 
donation. Y our participation at the BIOBANK remains unaffected. 

 

Who is responsible for the sample and data and how long are they 
stored for?  

Data and samples stay at the Blood Donation Service which is also the responsible 
organization for data storage. Samples and data of the participants are also stored for an 
indefinite period of time.  

 

   



 

 

 

What happens to your samples and data?  

The Blood Donation Service itself will either use the data and samples for own research 
projects or provide it to selected partners from universities or industry on a fee for service 
basis. The income will be used for cost recovery. Before we provide samples and data to 
selected partners we will check the aim and purpose of each individual research project. 
Only if there are no ethical or legal concerns, samples and data from the “Blood Donors 
BIOBANK” will be provided in a pseudonymized form.   

“Pseudonymized” means that your name and other personal details are replaced by a code 
(e.g. a number) so that an identification of your person is impossible for unauthorized people. 

Only selected and authorized employees of the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” have the 
possibility to connect these codes with your personal identifying data. Such a “de-
pseudonymization” could become necessary if further medical data are required or if you 
want to withdraw your consent for participation in the BIOBANK.  

There is a responsible data protection officer. His role is to ensure that the samples and data 
are maintained properly und used as intended. 

 

Are genetic data stored?  

The samples that are stored at the Blood Donation Service are plasma samples which 
cannot be used for genetic analysis. Whole blood or other cell containing blood components 
are usually needed for such a genetic analysis. These materials are not stored at the Blood 
Donation Service. Should this become necessary for future research projects the Blood 
Donation Service would re-contact you and ask for your consent to donate another blood 
sample for this specific reason. As a participant of the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” you do not 
automatically consent to genetic analysis. 

 

Will the data be published?  

Individual results of research projects will neither be provided to participants nor to a third 
party. If the research projects result in important findings the overall evaluation will be 
published in scientific journals. The identity of the individual participants will not be disclosed 
due the pseudonymization of data and samples. 

   



 

 

 

Who can you contact for any questions?  

If you have any questions that are not answered by this information document  or if you 
would like to be informed about the rationale of the research projects you can contact us at 
any time. 

Our freephone hotline is available from Monday to F riday 7.30 am – 6pm at +49 (800) 
1194911. 

Y ou can also submit your questions in writing, per E -Mail or Fax. Y ou may receive 
information about your data stored at the BIOBANK at any time. 

If you feel sufficiently informed about the “Blood Donors BIOBANK” and want to participate 
we would ask you to answer all of the questions in the enclosed consent document. P lease 
sign and date the consent form and return it to the Blood Donation service of the Bavarian 
Red Cross. 

Regardless of your decision we would like to thank you for the time and effort that you spent 
to read this invitation for participation document and for your interest in the “Blood Donors 
BIOBANK”. 

 


